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sitting to the right and left, then looking fixedly at
Prince Roman let It fall from his hand. And the silence
remained unbroken till he spoke to the gendarmes order-
ing them to remove the prisoner.

"Such was the written testimony of Prince Roman
in the supreme moment of his life. I have heard that

the Princes of the S--------family, In all Its branches,

adopted the last two words: Trom conviction' for the
device under the armorial bearings of their house, I
don't know whether the report Is true. My uncle could
not tell me. He remarked only, that naturally. It was
not to be seen on Prince Roman's own seal.

"He was condemned for life to Siberian mines. Em-
peror Nicholas, who always took personal cognizance
of all sentences on Polish nobility, wrote with his own
hand in the margin: "The authorities are severely
warned to take care that this convict walks In chains
like any other criminal every step of the way/

x"It was a sentence of deferred death. Very few
survived entombment In these mines for more than
three years. Yet as he was reported as still alive at
the end of that time he was allowed, on a petition of his
parents and by way of exceptional grace, to serve as
common soldier in the Caucasus. All communication
with him was forbidden. He had no civil rights. For
all practical purposes except that of suffering he was a
dead man. The little child he had been so careful not
to wake up when he kissed her In her cot. Inherited all
the fortune after Prince John's death. Her existence
saved those immense estates from confiscation.

"It was twenty-five years before Prince Roman, stone
deaf, his health broken, was permitted to return to
Poland. His daughter married splendidly to a Polish
Austrian grand seigneur and, moving in the cosmopoli-
tan sphere of the highest European aristocracy, lived